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February 2007 Newsletter 
Daily Work: The Freshman Band have been working towards the Pre Festival Concert and MSBOA 
District Festival and Concert & Symphonic bands have been working on preparing music for the 
Lawrence Central Preview Concert as well as the symposium at Lawrence Central High School later 
in March. 
 

Web: www.portagecentralhsband.org  Email pflynn@portageps.org  rflynn@portageps.org. 
 
Calendar: Has been updated and will be on the website in a day or so. It takes you through August. 
The camp dates and football games are included! Competitions will be finalized later this spring! 
 
WMU Student Intern: Mr. Benje Daneman has joined us and will be working with the bands in 
grades 6-12! Mr. Daneman has quite the music background especially in Jazz. He will “on leave” from 
us for a month while he tours the West Coast & Florida with the Doc Severinsen Big Band and 
competing at the 2007 National Trumpet Competition in the Jazz division. He will be with us again 
later in March for the Big Band Bash and staying thru the end of May! Here is a bit from his website 
www.benjedaneman.com: 
 
“Benje received the opportunity to attend the prestigious month-long Henry Mancini Institute (HMI) 
in Los Angeles, CA in the summer of 2006. At HMI, he recorded an album with the Henry 
Mancini Big Band “Elevation” that features saxophonist Tom Scott and clarinetist Eddie 
Daniels. Because of his connection with the Mancini Institute, Benje was asked to join trumpet 
great Doc Severinsen’s Final Big Band Tour (with Ernie Watts) http://www.docseverinsen.com 
and http://www.erniewatts.com/tour.php.  He will be performing in Doc’s trumpet section during 
the months of February and March, 2007. Benje was also recently named one of 14 finalists in 
the 2007 National Trumpet Competition (Jazz Division) and will perform at George Mason 
University on March 17, 2007 with some of the top jazz soloists (28 and younger) selected 
nationwide.” 
 
Zap-A-Snack: The band program annually supports one large fundraising project which over the past 
years has been Zap-A-Snack. We have supported this project due to the high quality of the product 
(French bread pizza, cookie dough and cinnamon rolls) and the value for the money. We will also 
include a new Salsa line too. We will begin our two week project on January 31, with order 
forms/money due the 12th, and the products delivered the week of March 12th. 
 
Legends: This huge ensemble is up and running. The website for Legends Performing Arts 
Association is www.legendspaa.org.  All past band fees must be paid in full to participate. 
Contact Ibe if you would like more info ibe@thoughtsip.com or www.thoughtsip.com. 
 
Jazz Band: Has been rehearsing on Wednesdays and some Mondays from 3-4:15. The Big Band 
Bash & Dance will be held on Friday, March 23 beginning at 7pm and featuring the EFA/Portage MS 
Jazz Rock Band and our Jazz Band. Much more improvisation happening with an arrangement of C 
Jam Blues by Duke Ellington that Mr. Daneman has written for the band. 



 
Tuba & Euphonium Students: Professor Deanna Swoboda at WMU has invited all of our Tuba & 
Euphonium students to participate in the Midwest Regional Tuba Euphonium Conference being 
hosted by WMU. On Saturday, March 10, you are able to attend clinics and master classes from 
some of the most outstanding professionals in this part of the country and perform in a mass 
ensemble! Cost is $25. Info: http://homepages.wmich.edu/~dswoboda. 
 
Upcoming PCHS Band Performance Dates: 
February 10  Saturday   District Solo & Ensemble (Schoolcraft) Grades 9-12  
February 27  Wednesday   Winter Concert- Freshman & CMS Varsity Band 7pm 
March 2  Friday    Freshman Band MSBOA Festival @ PCHS 
March 14  Wednesday   Indianapolis Preview Concert 7pm  

(CB & SB & Legends) 
March 20-21  Tuesday/Wednesday Lawrence Central Band Symposium- Indianapolis. 
March 23  Friday (No school)  Jazz Big Band Bash & Dance 7pm Gym 
March 24  Saturday   State S & E Festival (Grand Rapids) – Must Qualify 
April 21  Saturday   Solo & Ensemble (Sturgis) 7-9th 
May 16 or 17  Wednesday or Thursday Spring Band Concert 7:00pm 
June 1   Friday    Graduation 7pm Wings Stadium (Grade 9-11 bands)  
 
Lawrence Central 2007: The Lawrence Central (Indianapolis) Band & Orchestra Festival has 
become a traditional trip for the Symphonic Band the last five years, and the past two years the 
Concert Band was invited as well. They have offered us two performance slots to this great festival on 
Wednesday, March 21, 2007. This non-competitive event will feature some of the finest ensembles in 
Indiana and will allow us to perform for a very distinguished panel of college clinicians.  
 
We will be traveling to Indianapolis on Tuesday, March 20 at approximately 10am after a brief 
rehearsal, and returning the evening of the 21st at approximately 9pm. This non-competitive event will 
feature some of the finest ensembles in Indiana and will allow us to perform for a very distinguished 
panel of college level clinicians. Past clinicians have traveled from Indiana University, Butler, 
Michigan State, Ithaca College, Indianapolis Symphony, Michigan, Purdue, Baylor and Northwestern. 
This year, composer Robert Sheldon will be on the panel. 
 
The costs associated with the trip will be 1 night SpringHill Suites (quad occupancy) & Charter motor 
coach costs. Final pricing will be available soon. Please feel free to use your Scrip and Meijer 
Rewards monies to help pay for the fee. Contact Chris Dally at golfer9348@chartermi.net 
 
We are also looking for some chaperones as well. If you are interested, please contact me via email 
as soon as possible.  
 
Concert Dress Code:  
 

 Girls wear all black - Girls can wear dress pants and a shirt, or a full-length dress or 
skirt and shirt (should come to middle of shin or lower) and black shoes.  Also, if nylons 
are worn they should be black.  

 Boys should wear a white shirt, tie, black dress pants or Dockers style pants (No 
Jeans), dark colored shoes (no tennis shoes), Dark colored belt and black socks. 

 
 
WMU School of Music- Info & Calendar of Events 
http://www.wmich.edu/music/calendar/som_calendar_feb.html  
General Info: http://www.wmich.edu/music/ 



2007-08: Looking ahead to class scheduling, we will be hopefully offering the following (depending on 
enrollment): 
 IB Music- both the SL & HL levels. Full year class. 
 Music Theory- Basic music and composition class for all music students. 1 semester. 
 Chamber Music- Small ensemble class. 1 semester 
 
The Theory/Chamber could be offered opposite semesters of each other! 
 
Marching Band Info: A few dates to pass along. It is on the website in Calendar form. 
 Pre Camp (@PC)   T-W-TH August 7-9 
 Band Camp (@PC) M-S  August 13-18 (Monday night- Saturday early evening) 
We will be talking to the Freshman students about marching band and all the offerings that they have 
to look forward to during their Sophomore, Junior & Senior years! 
  
Great Websites: http://www.amc-music.org/, www.musicforall.org  & www.supportmusic.com.  Some 
research and support for the Arts in Education.  
 

“Spectrums 2006” DVD: Thanks to the efforts of Dave Williams, he has compiled a DVD of our 
home games and our four Competitions.  $10 each or 2/$15. All proceeds to support the Band 
Program. They are available from Mr. & Mrs. Flynn. Checks payable: PCHS Bands.  
 
Hawaii 2008! After such a great trip to Oahu in June of 2005 with 135 PCHS band students and 
families, we are planning on returning in June, 2008. We are hoping to perform on the islands of Maui 
& Oahu. We do offer the Scrip program and Meijer Rewards (PCHS Band # 448412) that will allow 
you to build a savings account towards band expenses including this trip. We are looking into a 
meeting after Spring Break to look at the various options for this trip! More info to follow! 
 
Tuners: We have a lot of interest in these mini tuners. We have 6-8 that we use at the high school 
and they are phenomenal. Korg CA-30 Tuner (about $20 @ Marshall Music). They fit in the student 
case and are the best! It will be a great help to all the kids if they have one, because it helps the 
students to be more accurate with their notes.  Currently Marshall may be out of stock, but you can 
special order them. 
 
Private Lesson Teacher Scheduling: Mr. Scott Hanson is our Low Brass specialist teaching 
privately and is currently signing up more students: sfhanson@excite.com or 480-200-9765.  Jeremy 
Wissner at jwissner@hotmail.com or 998-3742 still has a few openings for Trumpet students. We 
also welcome back our former student teacher Ms. Allison Patrick allison.b.patrick@gmail.com who 
is currently teaching flute, as well as Mrs. Courtney @ 353-7156.  We have Laurel Filzen teaching 
Horn.  She is a Graduate student on Horn at Western Michigan University. You can email her at 
laurel.filzen@gmail.com.  They are currently teaching students and all have room for more students 
during their band class once per week. To sign up you may call or email the teacher directly or let me 
know and I will contact them. 
 
We also just secured a great Percussion teacher! Mike Shimmin graduated from WMU as a 
Percussion Performance major in 2006, and was recommended to us by Professor Judy Moonert. He 
is just starting to book lessons this week. His time is limited so you can contact him (269) 873-1300 or 
Ralphykins@aol.com. 
 
 


